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CORNEKSTONE 

With  this  issue  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation  introduces  a  new  name 
to  its  quarterly  magazine.  It  is  now  called  Cornerstone,  The  Journal  of  the  Alberta  Histor- 
ical Resources  Foundation. 

It  is  felt  that  the  new  name  will  better  identify  the  Foundation  as  well  as  demon- 
strate that  one  of  its  major  objectives  is  the  encouragement  of  the  preservation  and 
restoration  of  architectural  resources  in  Alberta. 

Cornerstone  is  defined  in  the  dictionary  as  "a  stone  forming  a  part  of  a  corner  or 
angle  in  a  wall;  specifically:  such  a  stone  laid  at  a  formal  ceremony  or:  the  most  basic 
element,  the  foundation  of." 

With  the  basic  foundation  the  magazine  can  only  develop  and  grow  stronger.  As 
the  membership  grows  stronger  and  as  Albertans  become  better  informed  about  the 
province's  heritage  then  only  can  the  goals  and  objectives  of  the  Foundation  be  achieved. 


1984  Awards'  Recipients  Announced 


The  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 
was  established  in  1976  to  provide  the  me- 
ans to  assist  in  the  preservation  and  record- 
ing of  the  Province's  historic  buildings,  sites 
and  objects  and  to  encourage  and  promote 
public  awareness  of  Alberta's  past. 
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The  Foundation  is  a  Provincial  Crown  Agen- 
cy, able  to  involve  Albertans  directly  with  its 
programmes  and  projects.  Donations  and  be- 
quests of  funds  or  property  receive  the  tax 
benefit  of  a  donation  to  the  Crown. 
Membership  is  only  $2.00  a  year.  It  entitles 
a  supporter  to  receive  the  Foundation's  maga- 
zine; to  benefit  from  special  discounts  on 
books  and  other  products,  as  well  as  receive 
notices  (via  the  magazine)  of  forthcoming  ex- 
hibitions and  events  at  the  Foundation's  office 
and  gallery,  and  heritage  activities  through- 
out the  Province. 

Albertans  are  invited  to  contact  the  Founda- 
tion's office  with  their  enquiries,  news  and  in- 
formation of  subjects  and  events  which  they 
want  to  share  through  the  pages  of  the 
magazine. 

Please  direct  all  enquiries  to: 
Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 
102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E.,  Calgary,  Alta. 
T2G  0K6 

Telephone  (403)  297-7320 


The  1984  Heritage  Awards  Programme  at- 
tracted 24  different  nominations  for  the  four 
categories  from  around  the  province.  The 
recipients  are  described  elsewhere  on  this 
page. 

Because  of  the  outstanding  quality  of  work 
contributed  to  heritage  preservation  the  Selec- 
tion Committee  decided  that  an  honorary 
mention  was  appropriate  in  some  of  the 
categories  this  year  said  committee  member 
and  Foundation  Board  Member  Dr.  Barney 
Reeves. 


"Through  its  Awards  Programme  the  Foun- 
dation can  acknowledge  the  hours  and  often 
years  that  groups  and  individuals  have  con- 
tributed in  their  own  way  to  help  preserve  Al- 
berta's past  for  the  generations  to  come,"  said 
Dr.  Reeves. 

The  award  recipients  were  hosted  at  a  spe- 
cial banquet  April  28  at  the  Commerce  Club, 
Calgary. 

(See  Story  Page  7) 


Cover:  "Indian  Horse  Race"  one  of  the  many 
works  by  artist  Paul  Kane.  The  story  of  Paul 
Kane's  expedition  through  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains in  1846  is  captured  in  a  new  book,  Paul 
Kane,  Artist,  due  out  this  summer.  The  book 
is  written  by  Bruce  Haig  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Founda- 
tion, and  published  by  Detselig  Enterprises. 
Paul  Kane,  Artist  is  the  second  in  a  series.  Fol- 
lowing Historic  Trails. 

Photgraph:  Royal  Ontario  Museum 
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New  curator  appointed 
to  Fort  Macleod  museum 


Recently  appointed  to  the  posi- 
tion as  manager/ curator  of  the  Fort 
Museum,  Fort  Macleod  is 
Edmonton-born  Catherine  Luck. 
She  succeeds  Grant  Tolley  who 
has  become  a  facilities  manager  - 
Alberta  sites,  Historic  Sites  Service 
of  Alberta,  based  in  Edmonton. 

A  graduate  in  anthropology  from 
the  University  of  Alberta,  Edmon- 
ton Ms.  Luck  has  worked  previous- 
ly for  the  Provincial  Museum, 
Edmonton  as  museums  advisor, 
the  Archaeological  Survey  of  Al- 
berta; the  Historic  Sites  Service  of 
Alberta  Culture,  the  University  of 
Alberta  and  the  federal  government 
Department  of  Indian  and  North- 
ern Affairs. 

The  27  year-old  museum  at  Fort 
Macleod  is  known  as  the  North- 
West  Mounted  Police  Museum  and 
was  established  in  1957  by  the  lo- 
cal historical  association .  During  the 
summer  months  a  staff  of  16  is  in- 
volved in  various  museum 
programmes,  including  a  mounted 
musical  ride. 


Catherine  Luck 


Sternwheelers  launched  in 


Gait  Challenge 

The  second  annual  Gait  Sternwheeler 
Challenge  along  the  Old  Man  and  South 
Saskatchewan  Rivers  from  Lethbridge  to 
Medicine  Hat  is  drawing  entries  from  all  over 
southern  Alberta  reports  society  president  "El- 
liott Gait",  otherwise  known  as  Martin 
Dickson. 

After  last  year's  inaugural  three-day  expedi- 
tion organized  by  the  Historic  Trails  Society 
the  Gait  Sternwheelers'  Society  (Box  818, 
Lethbridge,  Alta.  TIJ  3Z8,  telephone 
328-5183,  329-6675)  is  carrying  on  the  tra- 
dition which  commemorates  the  sailing  of  the 
first  boat  in  the  Gait  fleet  which  carried  coal 
for  use  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  from 
Lethbridge  to  Dunmore,  near  Medicine  Hat 
on  July  2,  1983. 

At  least  15  boats  are  expected  to  leave  Leth- 
bridge on  the  morning  of  June  30,  each 
driven  by  either  a  side  or  stern  wheel.  Over- 
night camping  spots  are  being  planned  in 


Taber  Provincial  Park  and  likely,  the  Grassy 
Lake  area. 

Each  boat  must  carry  11  kg  of  coal,  symbolic 
of  the  cargo  of  the  Baroness  Burdette-Coutts, 
the  first  boat  of  the  Northwestern  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company. 

There  is  an  entry  fee  of  $101  to  participate 
in  this  year's  trip.  Next  year  the  group  hopes 
to  travel  in  a  commemorative  journey  to 
Batoche  for  the  centennial  of  the  Northwest 
Rebellion. 

For  further  information  about  the  society 
whose  membership  is  five  dollars,  contact  Mr. 
Dickson  at  Lethbridge  329-8888. 


The  offical  opening  of  the  Michener  Museum 
in  Lacombe  is  now  scheduled  for  Friday,  May 
25  between  noon  and  2p.m.  and  not  April 
19  as  reported  in  the  Winter  '83  issue  of  News 
and  Views. 

Former  Governer-General  Roland  Michener, 
accompanied  by  members  of  his  family,  is 
planning  to  attend  the  opening  of  the  build- 
ing where  he  was  born  April  19,  1900.  Dur- 
ing the  evening  of  May  24  the  citizens  of 
Lacombe,  north  of  Red  Deer,  will  present  a 
community  social  at  Lacombe  Memorial 
Centre. 

Restoration  plans  for  the  Michener  house  at 
5036  -  51st  Street  began  nearly  13  years 
when  the  Maski-Pitoon  Historical  Society  was 
established  to  preserve  and  restore  the  house. 
Built  between  1894-95  the  house  served  as 
the  parsonage  for  the  Methodist  Church  next 
door.  The  church  is  now  used  as  a  scout  hall. 
It  is  estimated  that,  when  completed,  the 
restoration  project  will  have  cost  $160,000. 
The  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 
has  assumed  ownership  of  the  site,  which  was 
declared  a  Provincial  Historic  Resource  in 
1981,  and  the  Maski-Pitoon  Society  will  oper- 
ate and  maintain  the  building.  The  society  is 
named  after  a  famous  Cree  Indian  chief. 
Funds  are  still  required  for  the  project  and 
anyone  who  wishes  to  support  the 
programme  can  send  their  donations  to  the 
Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation,  102 
-  8th  Ave.  S.E.,  Calgary  T2G  0K6.  A  tax 
receipt  will  be  issued  immediately  and  the 
donor's  name  will  be  inscribed  on  a  donor's 
plaque  in  the  museum. 
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Medicine  Hat  Museum 

First  Heritage  Awards  Announced 


The  owners  of  two  of  Medicine  Hat's 
older  properties  and  one  of  the  found- 
ing members  of  the  local  historical  socie- 
ty were  the  recipients  of  the  Medicine  Hat 
Museum  first  Heritage  Awards 
programme. 

Whycom  Holdings  Ltd.,  and  its  presi- 
dent Bill  Yuill,  received  the  architectural 
award  -  commercial  category  for  the  con- 
version of  a  2V2-storey  Queen  Anne  style 
house,  361  -  1st  St.  S.E.  into  office 
space.  The  house,  built  about  1910, 
once  belonged  to  Senator  F.  Gershaw. 

Tom  and  Janet  Coates  received  the 
non-commercial  category  award  for 
restoring  their  circa  1908  home  at  16  - 
1st  St.  S.E.  It  will  have  taken  them  about 
18  months  and  about  $42,000  when 
they  complete  the  restoration  work  this 
summer. 

Only  one  day  before  they  received 
their  award  the  house  escaped  complete 
demolition  by  only  metres  when  a  six- 
seater  plane  crashed  into  their  neighbor's 
garage  February  24.  No  one  was  serious- 
ly hurt  in  the  accident. 

A  founder  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Medicine  Hat,  Hope  Michael  received 
the  Museum's  first  award  of  honour  for 
35  years'  service  to  heritage  preservation 
in  the  community.  The  historical  society 
started  the  city's  first  museum  in  1950 
and  Mrs.  Michael,  a  retired  school 
teacher,  began  collecting  for  the  archives, 


which  she  continued  to  support  for  many 
years. 

A  total  of  20  nominations  were 
received  for  the  three  categories.  The 
recipients  were  honored  at  a  banquet, 
February  25th.  Part  of  the  evening  in- 
cluded a  fundraiser  where  24  historical 
photograph  reprints  —  which  included 
local  ranching  scenes  and  town  views  — 
were  auctioned.  The  auction  realized 
$6,400  for  museum  funds.  Bids  for  the 
16  X  20  brown-toned  pictures,  matted 
and  framed,  ranged  from  $360  to  $950. 

For  information  about  next  year's 
awards  programme,  contact  Donny 
White  at  Medicine  Hat  Museum,  1302 
Bomford  Crescent  S.W.,  Medicine  Hat 
TIA  5E6.  Telephone  527-6266. 


Photograph:  The  Medicine  Hat  News 


For  the  work  on  their  1908  Medicine  Hat 
home,  Tom  and  Janet  Coates,  seen  here  with 
their  dog  Roxy,  were  honored  by  the  Medi- 
cine Hat  Museum. 


Photograph   The  Medicine  Hat  News 

Bill  Yuill,  President  of  Whycom  Holdings  Ltd.,  and  the  1910  home  that  has  been  restored 
for  office  use.  The  project  was  recognized  by  the  Medicine  Hat  Museum's  first  Heritage  Awards 
Programme. 
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Photograph:  Joe  Paithouski 


Film  maker  searches  for  old 
pictures  of  Calgary  hotel 


A  film  maker  needs  old  photographs,  in- 
terior and, exterior  pictures,  of  the  former  Cal- 
gary Queen's  Hotel  in  order  to  complete  a 
five-minute  film  about  the  hotel. 

Petroleum  engineer  Joe  Paithouski  got  the 
idea  to  film  the  1892  hotel  when  he  saw  it 
was  being  demolished  during  the  first  months 
of  1983.  "I  realized  I  was  slowly  watching  a 
piece  of  old  Calgary  die  —  this  was  history 
disappearing,"  he  said. 

Born  in  Sarnia  and  raised  in  Ottawa,  Mr. 
Paithouski  has  lived  in  Calgary  a  few  years 
"and  I  particularly  like  the  east  end  of  Calgary 
and  its  old  buildings." 

As  an  amateur  film  maker  in  his  spare  time 

Explorer  David  Thompson  was 
early  Calgary  visitor 

To  celebrate  Canada's  annual  birthday  July 
1  this  year  the  theme.  Great  Explorers  of 
Canada  has  been  chosen.  In  Alberta,  the  fur 
trader  and  surveyor  David  Thompson  will  be 
the  subject  for  the  holiday. 

Foundation  member  and  freelance  writer 
Barbara  Kwasny  recently  produced  an  article 
about  Thompson's  visit  to  the  Calgary  area 
on  November  31,  1800.  Here  is  Thompson's 
recollections  of  the  day. 

"November  21st,  Friday.  A  very  fine  day. 
At  8:45  a.m.  set  off,  course  thro'  wide  plains, 
keeping  the  Mountain  about  40  miles  to  the 
right  or  WSW  from  us.  When  seeing  a  fine 
Herd  of  Cows  before  us,  we  stopped  about 
40  minutes  for  one  of  the  Men  to  approach 
them,  but  not  killing  any,  I  ran  a  fine  young 
Bull.  Our  course  S20E  2  mi.,  then  course  SSE 
12  mi.  to  a  Brook  where  we  stopped  a  mo- 


he  decided,  with  some  friends,  to  capture  the 
demolition  process  on  16  mm  black  and  white 
film.  After  spending  $1,400  of  his  own 
money,  he  obtained  a  Canada  Council  grant 
of  $3,600  to  complete  the  film  which  Mr. 
Paithouski  describes  as  a  "lyrical  documen- 
tary." With  a  musical  accompaniment  of  the 
song,  Auld  Lang  Syne  added,  he  hopes  lo- 
cal television  stations  will  broadcast  the  film 
during  the  New  Year  season. 

Anyone  who  can  assist  Mr.  Paithouski  with 
his  project  should  contact  him  at  ^5,  934  - 
12th  Ave.  S.W.,  Calgary  T2R  0J4.  Tele- 
phone 245-8078  after  6:00  p.m. 


ment  for  our  horses  to  drink,  then  course 
S20E  11  mi.  to  the  Bow  River  where  we  put 
up  at  3: 15  p.m.  We  found  the  Marks  of  Indi- 
ans having  gone  from  here  to  Day,  as  their 
Fire  was  still  alight. 

"The  Bow  River  is  here  abt.  150  to  180 
yds.  wide,  a  fine  equal  stream  say  3  feet  deep 
at  2y^  miles  an  hour. . .  All  the  Meadows  about 
the  Branch  may  be  said  to  be  barely  white  with 
Snow,  and  except  close  along  its  shores,  the 
Bow  is  entirely  clear  of  ice." 

A  cairn  and  plaque  was  erected  in  1967  at 
the  corner  of  Nose  Hill  Spring  Park  at  7th 
Street  N.W.  and  Huntersea  Crescent  by  Nose 
Creek  Farmers'  Union  in  commemoration  of 
Thompson's  stop  at  the  spring  that  had  been 
an  "important  source  of  water  for  the  Indian, 
fur  traders  and  explorers." 


Leth  bridge 

Gait  Museum 
closes  for 
$2.5  million 
renovation 

A  $2.5  million  renovation  programme  for 
Lethbridge's  Sir  Alexander  Gait  Museum  is 
now  underway  and  the  public  display  gallery 
is  expected  to  reopen  in  February  1985. 

The  Gait  Museum  was  established  in  the 
old  Gait  Hospital  building.  The  original  woo- 
den structure  was  built  in  1891.  In  1910  a 
60-bed  wing  was  added  and  in  1930  another 
40-bed  wing  was  built. 

In  1955  the  building  ceased  to  be  a  hospi- 
tal and  became  a  rehabilitation  unit,  nursing 
home  and  auxiliary  hospital  until  it  closed  in 
1964.  Two  years  later,  in  1966,  it  reopened, 
in  the  upper  floors  of  both  wings  and  base- 
ment, as  the  Sir  Alexander  Gait  Museum.  It 
was  run  by  the  Whoop-up  Country  Chapter 
of  the  Historical  Society  of  Alberta  until  1971 
when  taken  over  by  the  City  of  Lethbridge. 

1888 

The  original  local  historical  society  was  es- 
tablished in  1888  and  ran  for  a  few  years.  It 
was  resurrected  in  1923  for  a  further  seven 
years.  It  came  to  life  again  from  1935  -  1940 
and  reactivated  in  1958.  It  has  about  330 
members. 

The  schedule  for  the  museum's  renovation 
programme  will  begin  with  the  demolition  of 
the  1930  wing  and  construction  of  a  new  dis- 
play wing  this  spring  and  renovation  of  the 
1910  wing  in  September. 

During  the  construction  period  the  public 
display  area  is  closed  while  the  archives  and 
the  Whoop-Up  Chapter  offices  have  been 
relocated  to  the  basement  of  122  -  5th  Ave. 
S.,  Lethbridge.  Telephone  numbers  remain 
the  same:  Archives  328-6430;  Whoop-Up 
Chapter  328-5808. 

The  archives,  information  services  and  ex- 
tension services  (travelling  display  loans, 
slides,  etc.)  will  continue  to  be  available,  as 
before,  by  appointment. 
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Grant  Weber  named 
Chairman  of  Foundation 


Grant  Weber,  a  retired  businessman,  has  been 
named  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Alber- 
ta Historical  Resources  Foundation  by  an  Ord- 
er in  Council  of  the  Government  of  Alberta. 
He  succeeds  David  R.  Erickson  who  left  the 
province  to  work  in  British  Columbia  for  the 
Department  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs. 
Born  and  raised  in  Edmonton,  Mr.  Weber  was 
a  staff  pilot  with  the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force 
during  World  War  Two.  On  his  return  to  Ed- 
monton he  became  a  bush  pilot  with  Peace 
River  Northern  Airlines. 
In  1947,  with  his  brother  Gerald,  he  started 
Cardinal  Coach  Lines.  It  was  during  his  early 
days  as  a  tour  driver  that  be  became  interest- 
ed in  Alberta's  history.  "1  would  find  out  the 
background  of  significant  buildings  and  areas 
of  the  tour  and  pass  on  the  information  to  the 
passengers.  The  more  I  found  out  the  more 
interested  1  became  in  our  history,"  said  Mr. 
Weber. 

Over  the  years  be  has  been  associated  with 
many  heritage  groups.  He  is  now  serving  his 
second  term  as  a  director  of  the  Foundation 
and  is  currently  president  of  the  Archaeolog- 
ical Society  of  Alberta  and  chairman  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  Alberta's  Records'  Pub- 
lication Board. 


New  Board  Member,  businessman  Henry 
Rutkowski  from  Edmonton. 
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Grant  Weber,  new  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  the  Foundation. 


He  is  presently  serving  his  second  term  as  a 
member  of  Alberta  Culture's  Historic  Sites 
Board  and  is  a  former  executive  member  of 
the  Historical  Society  of  Alberta. 


Edmonton  businessman  Henry  Rutkowski  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Board  of  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation. 
Born  in  Russia  in  1932  he  was  educated  in 
Germany  at  Braunschweig,  near  Hanover. 
He  became  an  apprentice  machine  builder  but 
moved  to  Canada  in  1952  and  lived  in 
Wetaskiwin.  Two  years  later  he  qualified  as 
an  autobody  mechanic. 
From  1954  to  1964  he  owned  Henry's  Au- 
tobody. For  the  next  seven  years  he  ran  car 
dealerships  in  Edmonton  and  Leduc.  In  1971 
he  entered  the  construction  industry  and  be- 
came president  of  Lacasse  Development 
Company  Ltd.,  specializing  in  apartment  and 
warehouse  construction. 
Mr.  Rutkowski  and  his  wife  Lottie  have  three 
children.  In  his  spare  time  he  is  involved  with 
the  German  Church  of  God  and  the  German- 
Canadian  Business  and  '  Professional  As- 
sociation. 


Oct.  18  -  21 

Heritage 
Canada 
conference  set 
for  Edmonton 

A  week-long  series  of  seminars,  workshops 
and  heritage  tours  culminating  with  the  11th 
annual  Heritage  Canada  Foundation  annual 
conference,  October  15  -  22  in  Edmonton, 
are  now  in  the  final  stages  of  preparation.  Co- 
ordinating the  conference  with  Heritage  Cana- 
da is  the  Alberta  Historical  Resourcs  Founda- 
tion and  the  University  of  Alberta,  Faculty  of 
Extension. 

The  theme  of  the  conference  is  "Getting  the 
Job  Done:  Open  Doors  and  Brick  Walls",  and 
registration  fee  is  $75.00.  Guest  speakers  will 
include  Globe  and  Mail  columnist  and  form- 
er mayor  of  Toronto,  John  Sewell  and 
Toronto-based  architect  Jack  Diamond. 

The  programme  will  also  include  a  series 
of  55-minute  workshops  and  seminars  about 
streetscape  development,  both  in  urban  and 
rural  "character  areas". 

Two  full-day  seminars  for  interested  profes- 
sionals will  be  held  October  18  which  will  ex- 
amine the  "Evaluation  and  Assessment  of 
Equivalents  to  Fire  and  Health  Codes"  and 
"Alternative  Financing". 

The  Chateau  Lacombe  and  the  Edmonton 
Convention  Centre  will  serve  as  venues  for 
the  various  activities.  For  futher  information 
contact:  Heritage  Canada  Conference  1984, 
University  of  Alberta,  Faculty  of  Extension, 
232  Corbett  Hall,  Edmonton,  Alberta  T6G 
2G4.  Telephone  (403)  432-5318. 


He  has  served  on  the  advisory  committee  to 
the  provincial  Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs. 
From  1980  to  1983  he  served  as  a  member 
of  the  provincial  Health  Facility  Review  Com- 
mittee. 


Many  attend 
Annual  Meeting 

About  130  people  attended  the  annual 
provincial  meeting  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Alberta  held  in  Fort  Macleod.  The  Society's 
new  president  is  Donna  M.  Coulter. 


Edmonton  businessman 
appointed  to  the  Board 


Oral  History 

An  interview 
with 
Archie 
Miller 

Early  days  in 
the  oilpatch 
by  J.  G.  Wood 

Petroleum  Industry 
Oral  History  Project 

For  the  past  two  years  members  of  the 
Petroleum  Industry  Oral  History  Project  have 
been  conducting  interviews  with  the  pioneers 
of  western  Canadian  petroleum  industry.  This 
project,  sponsored  by  the  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation  and  the  Glenbow 
Museum  and  Archives  has  so  far  conducted 
over  100  interviews  with  the  men  and  wom- 
en who  developed  the  industry. 

One  such  individual  is  Archie  Miller.  Archie 
was  born  in  Cheadle,  Alberta,  in  1908  and 
began  his  career  in  Turner  Valley  in  1929. 
From  the  pick  and  shovel  "bull  gangs"  to 
President  of  Duke  Drilling,  Archie  personifies 
the  hard  work  and  dedication  which  built  Al- 
berta's premier  industry.  The  following  arti- 
cle includes  excerpts  from  his  interview  with 
Petroleum  Industry  Oral  History  Project  Co- 
ordinator Jim  Wood. 

Fresh  off  his  father's  ranch  Archie  arrived 
in  Turner  Valley  in  1929. 

His  first  accommodations  in  the  Valley  were 
at  Mrs.  O'Conner's  boarding  house.  As  Ar- 
chie didn't  have  any  money,  Mrs.  O'Conner 
agreed  to  take  his  overcoat  until  such  time  that 
he  found  work.  Here,  Archie  describes  Mrs. 
O'Conner's  boarding  house  known  locally  as 
the  'Log  Cabin'. 

"It  was  a  pretty  rough  type  of  building.  It 
was  all  logs  and  her  food  was  good.  There 
were  probably  anywhere  from  50  men  eat- 
ing and  working  around  there.  The  sleeping 
accommodation  was  something  else.  They 
had  this  big  room,  just  one  room  upstairs.  It 
covered  the  whole  area  and  she  had  single 
cots  lined  all  the  way  around  and  a  row  or 
two  down  the  middle.  If  you  could  go  up  there 
and  get  a  hold  of  one  of  these,  and  if  you  were 


man  enough  to  keep  it  well,  it  was  yours  or 
else  someone  else  would  move  in  on  it. " 

Archie's  first  job  was  working  for  Earl 
Flanders  on  Royalite  'bull-gangs'.  As  Archie 
says,  "We  started  at  the  bottom  with  this  pick 
and  shovel".  From  that  vantage  he  provides 
a  description  of  the  oil  fields. 

"The  derricks  were  all  practically  wooden 
at  that  time  and  the  material  would  be  shipped 
to  Okotoks  and  then  it  hod  to  be  hauled  from 
there  to  Turner  Valley,  using  horse  drawn 
wagons.  It  was  a  pretty  slow  process  in  a  way 
but  considering  the  roads  they  had  to  travel, 
well  I  don't  know  whether  a  good  truck  would 
have  done  much  better.  They  did  have  some 
trucks  -  those  old  'Whites'  -  chain  driven 
trucks.  Those  things  would  be  on  the  road  day 
and  night  coming  in  there.  They  carried  this 
out  under  conditions  that  I  think  were  pretty 
commendable.  The  road  at  times,  between 
Okotoks  and  Turner  Valley,  you  know,  there 
would  be  'dips'  in  the  road  3  -  4  feet  deep, 
just  like  sump  holes  -  mud,  rain,  snow  and 
everything  that  you'd  get  with  it,  you  know". 

$2.50  a  day 

In  addition  to  the  mud  another  difficult 
characteristic  of  the  industry  in  those  days  was 
the  working  conditions.  "We  got  paid  $2.50 
per  day  cash.  I  was  working  derrick  at  this 
time,  and  then  I  got  a  piece  of  paper  for 
another  $2.50  -  if  and  when  they  got  produc- 
tion. But  we  never  got  production  so  you  got 
by  with  your  $2.50  per  day.  Well,  you  strug- 
gle along  with  this  sort  of  thing.  You  hear  peo- 
ple talk  about  how  tough  it  was  in  the  '30's 
and  so  on,  and  it  was  too.  But  there  was  a 
turn  about.  In  1936  I  got  back  on  working  for 
Royalite  again.  They  started  a  well  west  of 
High  River,  south  and  west,  approximately 
10  miles.  At  that  time,  when  they  finished 
that,  it  was  supposed  to  be  the  deepest  well 
in  the  British  Empire  .  .  .  We  worked  on  that 
job  for  for  14  months.  Consequently  I  worked 
on  the  job  14  months,  7  days  a  week  and  I 
never  missed  a  day". 

As  Archie  mentioned,  the  Depression  was 
a  tough  time  for  the  workers  in  Turner  Val- 
ley. "A  lot  of  them  oil  field  workers  never  had 
much  money  but  their  living  was  cheap.  You 
must  remember  that  a  big  majority  didn't  live 
in  a  house  like  we  used  the  term  today.  We 
used  to  call  them  shacks.  To  give  you  an  idea, 
the  first  place  that  my  wife  and  I  had  out  there, 
we  built  that  14'  x  20'.  We  had  it  partitioned 
into  what  we  called  two  rooms.  We  had  a 
bedroom  and  another  room.  That  was  your 
kitchen,  your  living,  your  dining  room  -  the 
whole  works. 

"These  places,  most  of  them  were  on  skids. 
They  weren't  on  foundations  so  that  they 
could  be  moved  if  you  got  a  job  at  the  north 
end  of  Turner  Valley  and  you  lived  in  the 
south  -  you've  got  20  miles  or  better  .  .  .  They 
could  live  cheap,  they  probably  weren't  pay- 
ing a  nickle  for  their  gas  -  heating.  They  prob- 


Archie  Miller  describes  his  early  days  in  Al- 
berta's oil  patch. 

ably  tapped  into  some  line  somewhere  and 
weren't  paying  anything  for  it.  The  fellows  that 
were  fortunate  enough  to  be  working  on 
production,  they  lived  like  kings.  They  were 
getting  about  $5.00  a  day  ..." 

Struck  Oil 

In  1936  the  well,  Turner  Valley  Royalties 
^1,  struck  oil  launching  the  third  boom  peri- 
od in  Turner  Valley.  "Yes  sir.  You  must 
remember  that  anytime  you  get  into  a  town 
where  you've  got  live  money  there  is  a  big  im- 
pact. A  working  man  like  that  spends  his 
money,  whether  he  spends  it  on  beer,  gam- 
bling, playing  poker,  or  whatever,  but  he  will 
be  spending  it.  This  is  the  average  -  buying 
new  automobiles  or  whatever,  and  the  impact 
of  that  just  goes  around  like  a  'boom' .  .  .  The 
longer  it  went  I  think,  the  more  pride  that  peo- 
ple took  because  you  could  go  around  then, 
and  maybe  people  just  had  a  shack  but  by 
God,  the  wife,  maybe  she  had  a  few  flowers 
planted  around  the  side  and  maybe  had  the 
yard  fixed-up  and  so  on,  which,  a  few  years 
previous,  you  didn't  see  that. 

"There  got  to  be  more  pride  in  the  thing 
as  it  went  along  and  eventually  by  the  time 
Leduc  came  along  you  could  find  some  pret- 
ty fair  homes  in  Turner  Valley.  Especially  for 
an  oil  field  because  an  oil  field  was  never 
known  for  good  homes.  An  oilfield  has  never 
been  steady,  it's  either  up  or  it's  down". 

Archie  later  went  to  Norman  Wells  for  the 
CANOL  project  during  World  War  II;  to 
Saskatchewan  in  the  mid-1940's;  to  Leduc  af- 
ter the  discovery  in  1947  and  after  that 
throughout  all  of  Alberta.  Now  retired,  Archie 
lives  in  Calgary  and  looks  after  his  champi- 
onship cutting  horses. 
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Alberta  Historical 
Second  annual 


Heritage  Award  of  Honor 
Dr.  James  G.  MacGregor 

For  nearly  50  years  Edmonton  historian,  researcher  and  author 
James  Grierson  MacGregor  has  been  writing  and  talking  about  Al- 
berta's heritage. 

Born  in  Dornoch,  Scotland,  in  1905  he  was  one  year  old  when  his 
family  moved  to  Edmonton  to  homestead.  In  1926  he  obtained  a 
B.A.  from  the  University  of  Alberta;  three  years  later  a  degree  in 
electrical  engineering. 

It  was  while  he  was  working  for  Canadian  Utilities  -  he  eventually 
become  general  manager  -  that  he  became  interested  in  local  histo- 
ry. "I  would  travel  around  the  province  and  hear  stories  about  each 
area.  My  wife,  Frances,  persuaded  me  that  I  should  turn  my  notes 
into  books,"  said  Dr.  MacGregor. 

His  first  book,  Blankets  and  Beads,  was  published  in  1949.  Since 
then  he  has  produced  19  titles,  among  them,  North-West  of  Six- 
teen (1958),  Edmonton;  A  History  (1967)  and  Senator  Hardisty's 
Prairies  (1978). 

Until  his  retirement  in  1970  Dr.  MacGregor  was  Chairman  of  the 
Alberta  Power  Commission  for  18  years.  He  has  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Alberta  Historical  Society  (1950-55)  and  is  a  former 
Governor  of  the  Glenbow  Institute,  Calgary.  He  has  been  involved 
with  many  heritage  groups  including  the  Fort  Edmonton  Re-building 
Committee. 

He  received  an  honorary  degree  from  the  Univeristy  of  Alberta  on 
his  66th  birthday  and  in  1973  he  was  named  a  Member  of  the  Ord- 
er of  Canada. 


^■^^^^  I 


^,4 


Dr.  James  Grierson  MacGregor,  recipient 
of  the  Foundation's  1984  Heritage  Award  of 
Honor. 


Architectural  Heritage  Award 
Calgary  Youth  Drama  Society 


^1 


The  1913  water  pumping  station  in  Calgary  now  operating  as  the  Pump- 
house  Theatre. 


A  1913  City  of  Calgary  pumping  station  which,  for  54  years,  provid- 
ed Calgarians  with  their  water  has,  since  1972  been  the  scene  of 
numerous  cultural  programmes. 

First  built  as  Calgary's  No.  2  Pumping  Station  the  building,  which 
became  a  booster  station  for  Glenmore  Reservoir  in  1933,  was  an 
active  pumping  station  until  it  was  closed  in  1967. 
In  1972  the  Calgary  Youth  Drama  Society  (CYDS)  took  over  the 
building  and  began  to  convert  it  into  a  performing  arts  centre.  In 
1975  the  building  was  declared  a  registered  historic  resource  by  Al- 
berta Culture.  In  1980  the  building  was  declared  the  country's  third 
major  Canadian  water  landmark  by  the  American  Waterworks  As- 
sociation. 

The  facility  has  been  supported  by  hundreds  of  volunteers  who  as- 
sisted with  the  restoration  programme  to  make  the  building  a  via- 
ble, efficient  centre. 

The  CYDS  displays  the  building's  original  archetype  steam-driven 
pump  and  other  equipment  in  the  theatre  setting. 
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sources  Foundation 
leritage  Awards 


Dr.  Alex  Johnston,  left,  with  Dr.  Mike  Hanna  and 
Andrew  Staysko  at  the  offical  unveiling  of  the  Fort 
Whoop-Up  flag  based  on  the  design  created  by  the 
fort's  original  trading  post  operators,  1869-74.  The 
new  flag,  unveiled  in  the  early  1970s  was  adopted 
as  the  City  of  Lethbridge's  official  flag. 


Heritage  Service  Award 
Dr.  Alex  Johnston 

Dr.  Alex  Johnston,  President  of  the  Whoop-Up  Chapter  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  Alberta  has  been  a  student  and  writer  about 
southern  Alberta's  history  for  more  than  40  years. 
Born  in  Webb,  Saskatchewan  he  was  educated  at  the  Univerity  of 
Saskatchewan,  Saskatoon  where  he  obtained  his  agricultural  degree. 
He  received  his  Master's  degree  in  range  management  from  the 
University  of  Montana,  Boseman,  a  few  years  later. 
With  the  exception  of  three  short  terms  working  in  Pakistan  and 
Kenya  respectively,  for  the  Canadian  International  Development 
Agency  and  the  United  Nations,  Dr.  Johnston  was  employed  as  a 
research  scientist  at  the  Canada  Agriculture  Research  Station,  Leth- 
bridge  for  43  years. 

He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Alberta,  a  former 
Governor  of  the  Glenbow  Institute,  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the 
University  of  Lethbridge,  a  former  member  of  Alberta  Historic  Sites 
Board  and  former  board  member  of  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation.  He  has  also  been  instrumental  in  the  development  of 
the  Gait  Museum  in  Lethbridge. 

He  has  had  more  than  200  articles  and  booklets  published  about 
southern  Alberta  and  he  is  presently  working  on  a  book  about  the 
history  of  Lethbridge  due  for  publication  in  1985,  the  city's  centen- 
nial year. 


Heritage  Preservation  Award 
The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Edmonton  Public  School  District 


In  1981  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Edmonton  Public  School  Dis- 
trict established  a  policy  of  recycling  old  schools.  Its  first  major  project 
was  the  relocation  and  restoration  of  the  Edmonton  1881  School 
-  the  first  school  in  the  Alberta  District  of  the  Northwest  Territories. 
The  school  was  restored  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $88,000  and 
is  now  used  to  replicate  classroom  instruction  of  the  1880s.  More 
than  3,400  students  have  attended  classes  and  received  instruction 
from  retired  teachers  since  the  school  reopened  in  September,  1982. 
Other  schools  included  in  the  recycling  programme  are  the  Old 
Strathcona  (1908),  which  now  houses  an  academic  alternative  high 
school  programme;  Bennett  (1913)  now  a  science  resource  centre; 
Donald  Ross  (1913)  used  as  a  headquarters  for  such  civic  projects 
as  the  Commonwealth  Games  and  Universiade  '83,  and  McKay 
Avenue  (1905),  which  is  being  converted  to  an  educational  muse- 
um, archives  and  art  repository. 

The  Board  last  demolished  a  permanent  school  structure  in  1965. 


The  first  class  at  the  reopening  of  the  restored  Edmonton  1881  School 
in  November  1982. 
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Discussing  the  route  of  explorer  James  Hec- 
tor are,  left  to  right,  publisher  Ted  Giles;  Peter 
Erasmus,  great  grandson  of  Hector's  guide 
Peter  Erasmus,  and  Bruce  Haig,  Lethbridge, 
researcher  and  co-author  of  the  book,  James 
Hector,  Explorer.  Copies  of  the  book  are 
available  from  the  Foundation  for  $7.95  plus 
$1.00  postage. 


Photograph:  Trudy  Cowan 


New  book  traces  explorer  James  Hector's 
journey  through  Rocky  Mountains 


Peter  Erasmus,  a  great  grandson  of  the 
19th  century  western  Canadian  guide  and  in- 
terpreter also  named  Peter  Erasmus,  was  a 
special  guest  at  the  launching  of  the  new 
travel-history  book,  James  Hector,  Explorer. 

Mr.  Erasmus  was  one  of  more  than  60  in- 
vited guests  at  the  March  24th  reception  held 
at  the  Foundation's  office  for  the  52-page,  il- 
lustrated softcover  book  —  the  first  to  be  pub- 
lished of  the  series.  Following  Historic  Trails. 

The  guide  Peter  Erasmus  acted  as  inter- 
preter and  led  the  23  year-old  Scotsman 
James  Hector  on  his  three-month  exploration 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  1858  which  is 
mainly  remembered  for  the  discovery  and 
naming  of  the  Kicking  Horse  Pass.  Hector's 
journey,  which  formed  part  of  the  Palliser  Ex- 
pedition of  Western  Canada,  was  carefully 
logged  and  the  information  forms  the  basis  of 
Lethbridge  researcher  Bruce  Haig's  day-to- 
day diary  of  the  trek.  Produced  in  an  easy  for- 
mat, the  book  enables  the  casual  reader,  stu- 
dent and  traveller  to  follow  and  see  many  of 
the  scenes  Hector  recorded  nearly  130  years 
ago. 

At  the  book-launch,  the  present  Peter  Eras- 
mus, 52,  father  of  six,  told  how  the  story  of 
his  great  grandfather  had  come  full  circle,  it 
seems  two  of  his  sons  had  spent  the  summer 
of  1983  guiding  people  from  the  Beaverfoot 
Lodge,  near  Golden,  B.C.  —  an  area  the 
Hector  party  and  their  great  grandfather 


travelled  through  in  August,  1858. 

Mr.  Erasmus  lives  in  McRae,  near  Lac 
LaBiche  in  northeast  Alberta,  a  few  kilometres 
from  the  site  where  his  great  grandfather  was 
buried  in  1931,  at  the  age  of  98.  The  life  sto- 
ry of  the  guide,  Erasmus,  is  published  in  the 
book,  Buffalo  Days  and  Nights  (Glenbow  In- 
stitute), but  is  now  out  of  print. 

The  publication  of  Hector's  journey  came 
as  a  result  of  the  Foundation's  commission  to 
Bruce  Haig,  President  of  the  Historic  Trails 
Society  of  Alberta  and  a  former  high  school 
teacher,  to  research  the  journey  of  Hector  and 
the  travels  of  artist  Paul  Kane,  noted  for  his 


Stories  from  the  old 
schoolhouse 


works  of  Indians  and  their  lifestyles  in  the 
mid- 19th  century.  The  book  about  Kane  is 
due  in  the  summer  of  1984. 

Both  books  are  published  by  the  Calgary 
publishing  company  of  Detselig  Enterprises 
Ltd.  Copies  of  James  Hector,  Explorer  are 
available  from  the  Foundation  for  $7.95  plus 
$1.00  postage  and  handling.  Wholesale  en- 
quiries should  be  made  to  Detselig  Enter- 
prises, Box  G399,  Calgary,  Alberta  T3A  2G3. 
Telephone  283-0900. 


Noted  Alberta  writer  about  life  in  rural  schools, 

John  C.  Charyk  will  present  his  slide  show, 

"The  Little  White  Schoolhouse"  at  Calgary's 

Heritage  Park  Gunn  Barn  on  May  12  from 

9:30  a.m.  to  11:30  a.m. 

Mr.  Charyk  who  celebrates  his  76th  birthday 

this  year,  has  taught  in  Bryant,  Delia,  Chinook 

and  was  principal  of  Hanna  High  School,  now 

renamed  J.C.  Charyk  Hanna  High  School, 

from  1954  to  1973  when  he  retired. 

In  1969  he  published  his  first  book  The  Little 


White  Schoolhouse.  Other  titles  that  followed 
were  Pulse  of  the  Community,  The  Bitter- 
sweet Schooldays  and  more  recently.  Syrup 
Pails  and  Gopher  Tails. 
For  reservations  for  Mr.  Charyk's  presenta- 
tion contact  the  Eduction  Office,  Heritage 
Park,  telephone  255-1182.  Admission  is 
$3.00  per  person,  $2.00  for  park  season  pass 
holders. 
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Heritage 
conservation 
in  parks 
studied 


Hitchin'  a  ride.  The  1931  restored  sleeping  railcar  Commonwealth  is  attached  to  regular  trains 
to  carry  members  of  the  Colonist  Railcar  Society  on  excursions  in  western  Canada.  The  railcar 
was  restored  with  the  assistance  of  a  $24,500  grant  from  the  Foundation. 


Colonist  Railcar  Society 

Exclusive  excursions 
planned  for  1931 
restored  railcar 


Looking  for  a  new  way  to  travel?  The 
Colonist  Railcar  Society  of  Alberta,  es- 
tablished in  1973  might  have  the  answer 
—  it  offers  organized  excursions  around 
western  Canada  in  a  restored  1931 
sleeper  railcar. 

After  spending  $24,000  restoring  the 
car  —  it  contains  27  beds  and  can  carry 
56  people  when  converted  to  a  day 
coach  —  the  CRS  literally  hitches  its  car 
to  other  trains  to  reach  its  destination. 

In  its  1984  proposed  tour  schedule, 
the  society  plans  a  Spring  Shakedown  to 
Jasper  over  the  Victoria  Day  weekend 
(May  18  -  21).  On  June  3  -  6  a  Victory 
Celebration  run  to  Winnipeg  is  planned 
to  celebrate  the  re-inauguration  of 
through  rail  service  —  the  northern  VIA 
service  is  being  reopened  after  public 
reaction  to  the  closure. 

A  charter  trip  to  the  Winnipeg  Folk 
Festival  is  scheduled  for  July  5  -  10  and 
from  August  12  -  15  the  society's  fifth  an- 
nual Folk  Festival  on  Rails  is  planned  with 
a  Fort  McMurray  destination. 

In  September  the  society's  Rail  and 
Sail  package  from  Edmonton  to  the  Gulf 
Islands  and  return  is  planned  for  Septem- 


ber 1-11.  The  package  includes  five 
nights  aboard  the  railcar  and  five  aboard 
the  former  Grand  Banks  fishing  schoon- 
er, Robertson  II.  The  boat,  launched  in 
1940,  is  now  based  in  Victoria,  B.C.  and 
carries  a  professional  crew  of  five.  It  can 
sleep  up  to  31  "sailor  trainee"  passengers 
who  assist  with  the  general  running  of  the 
boat  like  peeling  potatoes  and  scrubbing 
decks. 

The  complete  11-day  tour  costs 
$1,425  per  person  although  there  are 
partial  fares  for  portions  of  the  train  jour- 


Members  of  the  Colonist  Railcar  Society  are 
planning  trips  to  Jasper,  Winnipeg,  Fort 
McMurray,  Vancouver  and  Prince  Rupert 
aboard  their  own  railcar  this  year. 


Individuals  and  groups  concerned  with 
heritage  conservation  in  national  parks  are  in- 
vited to  particate  in  a  local  programme  in 
preparation  for  the  Canadian  Assembly  on 
National  Parks  and  Protected  Areas  which  will 
be  held  in  Banff,  September  1985,  marking 
the  centennial  of  National  Parks  in  Canada. 
The  preliminary  project  entitled,  "Heritage  for 
Tomorrow",  is  being  prepared  for  the  Prairie 
Provinces  Caucus,  one  of  six  ongoing  regional 
initiatives  for  the  centennial  programme. 
Coordinator  for  the  Prairie  Caucus  is  the 
Canadian  Plains  Research  Centre,  Universi- 
ty of  Regina,  Regina,  Sask.  S4S  0A2. 
At  the  preliminary  meetings  it  is  hoped  that 
an  exchange  of  different  viewpoints  can  pro- 
mote various  prescriptions  and  stimulate  new 
ideas  for  achieving  conservation  goals. 

The  Alberta  contact  for  the  project  is  Cliff 
Wallis,  Cottonwood  Consultants,  615  Deer- 
croft  Way,  S.E.,  Calgary  T2J  5V4,  telephone 
271-1408. 


ney.  The  sleeping  car.  Commonwealth, 
which  saw  service  on  C.P.'s  main  line 
from  1931  to  1972,  will  be  attached  to 
VIA  Rail's  train.  The  Skeena,  from  Ed- 
monton to  Prince  George.  Then  from 
Prince  George  to  North  Vancouver  it  will 
be  pulled  by  a  British  Columbia  Railway 
freight  train.  After  a  day  in  Vancouver 
and  five  days  touring  the  Gulf  Islands,  the 
party  travels  north  attached  to  the  Royal 
Hudson  steam  train  to  Squamish,  before 
retracing  the  Prince  George  -  Edmonton 
route. 

In  October  a  Songwriter  Workshop  on 
Rails  is  planned  during  a  trip  to  Prince 
Rupert,  B.C.  at  the  Thanksgiving 
weekend,  October  6-9. 

For  further  information  about  the 
Colonist  Railcar  Society  and  its  tours, 
write  CRS,  P.O.  Box  4253,  Edmonton 
T6E  4T5  or  telephone  Calgary 
289-1812. 
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An  artist's  rendering  of  the  'new'  Burns  Building. 


Calgary's  Burns  Building 
looks  for  tenants 


The  Heritage  Canada  Foundation  announces 
that  its  1984  Awards  Programme  deadline  this 
year  is  June  1  and  that  there  will  be  a  $25.00 
processing  fee  for  all  nominations. 
"Any  aspect  of  preservation,  restoration,  re- 
habilitation or  redevelopment  of  our  cultural 
heritage  that  is  exemplary  will  be  eligible  for 
an  award.  As  a  guide,  this  may  include  any 
one  of  the  following  or  any  combination 
thereof: 

Acquisition;  Archaeology;  Adaptive  Use; 
Education;  Historic  house  Museum/new  life 
uses;  Legislation  at  the  municipal,  provincial 
and  federal  levels;  Industrial  heritage  preser- 
vation; Rehabilitation;  Restoration;  Maritime 
heritage;  Photography;  Protection;  Publica- 
tions; Reconstruction;  Redevelopment; 
Research  and  technology  Stabilization,"  says 
the  Foundation's  awards  programme  leaflet. 
Self-nominations  and  nominations  for  postu- 
mous  awards  cannot  be  considered. 
The  categories  in  the  programme  are:  Nation- 
al Awards  of  Honour;  Gabrielle  Leger  Medal; 
Lieutenant-Governor's  Medal  (which  recog- 
nizes outstanding  work  in  architectural  con- 
servation on  a  provincial  level  by  an  individual 
or  group.  The  applicant  must  have  demon- 
strated continuous  efforts  in  the  field  of 
heritage  preservation  benefitting  the  province 
where  the  Foundation's  annual  meeting  is  be- 
ing held  -  this  year  it  is  being  held  in  Alberta, 
October  22,  in  Edmonton);  The  Credit  Fron- 
cier  Award  for  Building  Preservation. 
For  application  forms  contact  Heritage  Cana- 
da Foundation,  Awards  Programme  Coordi- 
nator, P.O.  Box  1358,  Station  B,  Ottawa, 
Ont.,  KIP  5R4  (613)  237-1066. 


Hanscomb  Consultants  Inc.,  of  Cal- 
gary is  now  actively  pursuing  prospective 
tenants  for  the  restored  and  enlarged 
1910  Burns  Building  which  is  expected 
to  open  in  the  fall. 

The  seven-storey  building,  located  at 
Macleod  Trail  and  8th  Ave.  S.E.,  Cal- 
gary, originally  served  as  a  retail  meat 
market  and  wholesale  centre  for  the 
Burns  Company,  founded  by  rancher  Pat 
Burns. 

As  part  of  the  $4.5  million  restoration 
programme  an  additional  50,000  sq.  ft. 
is  being  added  to  the  west  side  of  the 
original  building  creating  a  total  rental 
space  of  100,000  sq.  ft.  The  addition  will 
not  be  an  identical  copy  of  the  original 
building  and  it  will  be  constructed  of  pre- 
cast concrete. 

An  atrium  will  be  created  in  the  centre 
of  the  structure  and  three  levels  will  be 
given  over  to  retail  -  the  remainder  will 
be  office  space. 

The  Burns  Building  is  located  immedi- 
ately east  of  the  Calgary  Centre  for  the 
Performing  Arts  and  across  the  street 
from  Calgary's  new  city  hall  complex. 
The  City  will  be  one  of  the  tenants  in  the 
Burns  Building. 

The  project  is  a  joint  venture  of  Han- 
scomb Consultants  and  A.  J.  Diamond, 
Architect,  of  Toronto.  Associate  architect 


is  Carruthers  and  McCullen  Architects, 
Calgary. 

For  further  information  about  the 
building  contact  Pat  Thullner,  marketing 
co-ordinator,  Hanscomb  Consultants, 
283-3391. 

New  members 
join  Foundation 

More  than  550  people  recently  became 
members  as  a  result  of  the  Foundation's  public 
awareness  booth  at  shows  in  Calgary  and  Ed- 
monton. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Southern  Exhibi- 
tions, the  Foundation  displayed  its  booth  at 
both  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton  Home  and 
Garden  Shows  recently.  Also  in  Edmonton, 
the  Foundation  was  represented  at  the  annual 
Wild  Rose  Bottle  Collectors  and  Antique 
Show. 

At  all  events,  volunteers  assisted  with  mem- 
bership sales  and  promotion. 

Hudson's  Bay 
Company  Archives 

The  University  of  Winnipeg  has  established 
a  Hudson's  Bay  Company  Archives  Research 
Centre  which  will  be  officially  opened  May  28 
in  conjunction  with  a  two-day  Colloquim. 
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Letters 


More  than  60  per  cer\t  of  our  members 
have  renewed  for  1984.  Contained  in  some 
of  the  correspondence  were  some  comments, 
some  of  which  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
reprint  here. 


Dear  Friends: 

...  I  must  tell  you  that  each  Newsletter  is 
so  inspiring  to  me  that  I  am  proud  to  keep 
my  membership  and  try  to  tell  others  about 
the  Foundation. 

Thank  you  for  info  about  items  of  histori- 
cal interest  that  are  available;  your  'letter 
serves  as  a  good  little  catalog  of  such  things. 

Wishing  you  continuing  success. 
Betty  Shifflett 
Bassano,  Alberta 


Dear  Shirley: 

I  really  enjoyed  the  last  magazine  (Vol.  6 
No.  4  '83).  As  my  home  town  was  Fort 
Macleod  and  my  family  name,  Grier,  it  struck 
a  responsive  chord,  naturally. 

Mr.  Wood  certainly  helped  to  keep  us  on 
the  map,  via  the  poster.  I  shall  certainly  want 
one  of  them. 
Mrs.  J.  Burghardt 
Calgary 


Editor's  Note:  A  story  and  illustration  of 
Heritage  Canada's  1984  national  poster, 
created  by  artist  Tom  Wood  and  which  fea- 
tured the  Grier  Block  in  Fort  Macleod,  was 
published  in  News  and  Views.  Shirley  Ayer 
is  a  director  and  chairman  of  the  Foundation's 
Membership  Committee. 


Cornerstone 
welcomes  letters  from 
its  readers. 

If  you  have  a  short  story  to  tell,  a 
question  you  think  readers  might 
be  able  to  answer  or  have  an 
opinion  about  a  heritage-related 
matter,  please  write: 

Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation, 
Cornerstone  —  Letters 
102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E. 
Calgary,  Alberta 
T2G  0K6 


To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

Enclosed  please  find  my  cheque  for  my 
membership  renewal  as  well  as  membership 
for  the  following  person  .  .  .  Good  luck  in  your 
future  endeavours. 

Being  native  Calgarians  our  family  enjoys 
reading  your  magazine  and  its  many  interest- 
ing articles.  Alberta  has  a  history  of  which  it 
can  be  proud.  It  is  organizations  like  yours 
which  help  to  implant  that  sense  of  pride  wi- 
thin its  residents. 
Carole  Brawn 
Calgary 


Sir: 

...  I  enjoy  the  News  and  Views  magazine 
and  the  stories  of  our  early  pioneers.  I  was 
born  here  in  Edmonton  (Strathcona)  in  1904. 
Lydia  E.  Sampert 
Edmonton 


To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

Congratulations  on  your  excellent  story  of 
Purcell  Blain  by  Tom  Kirkham.  (Vol.  6.  No. 
4  Winter  '83). 

To  me,  this  story  would  be  a  very  good  ex- 
ample of  stories  which  should  go  into  local  his- 
tory books.  It  is  so  very  interesting.  Mr.  Blain 
deserves  a  lot  of  credit  for  the  time  he  has 
spent  in  helping  to  preserve  Alberta's  histo- 
ry. I  would  like  to  meet  him. 

Your  News  and  Views  is  such  a  good  little 
paper.  I  have  saved  all  the  copies  and  look 
forward  to  it  coming  in  the  mail. 
Shirley  Barr 
Rosebud 


Dear  Ms.  Cowan: 

.  .  .  and  myself  are  docents  at  the  Glen- 
bow  (Museum)  and  I  find  your  articles  of  par- 
ticular interest  when  research  is  needed. 
Patricia  Cox 
Calgary 
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Historic  Alberta  Gallery 

1984  Calendar 
102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E.  Calgary 
(on  the  Stephen  Avenue  Mall  at  Centre  Street) 
Hours:  9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  Monday-Friday) 
Open  to  the  Public.  Free  Admission. 
Telephone:  297-7320 


April  30         -  June  14  Alberta  Images  '84  Alberta  Community  Arts  Clubs'  Association 

June  17         -  August  30         Wood  and  Clay    A  Century  Doug  Andrews,  Calgary 

September  3  -  October  18       A  Backward  Glance  Fireweed  Gallery  Artists,  Edmonton 

October  23    -  December  20    I  Hope  Everybody  Here  Likes  Barns    Multi-Category  Show  and  Fundraiser  - 

Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 

Programmes  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 

Members  are  reminded  that  they  are  welcome  to  attend  the  opening  receptions  of  all  gallery  shows,  however,  please  call 

297-7320  one  week  before  each  new  show  to  register. 

Please  keep  for  futher  reference. 


Barns'  show  attracts 
large  interest 

More  than  700  applications  have  been  distributed  around  Alberta 
for  the  Foundation's  new  art  show  and  fundraiser,  "1  hope  every- 
one here  likes  barns." 

Individuals  and  groups  in  such  places  as  Airdrie,  Fort  Macleod,  Les- 
lieville,  St.  Albert  and  Westlock  have  requested  applications  forms 
although  the  Foundation  has  not  heard  from  some  of  the  commu- 
nities in  the  northern  part  of  the  province,  said  project  coordinator 
Esther  Brown. 

Deadline  for  submission  of  a  work  -  an  identifiable  Alberta  barn,  in 
any  medium  so  long  that  it  can  be  displayed,  is  the  last  10  days  of 
July  during  business  hours. 

The  show  is  open  to  anyone  over  18  but  only  one  work  is  allowed 
per  artist.  "We  hope  to  encourage  submissions  from  people  work- 
ing in  the  traditional  arts  as  well  as  in  hand-made  prints,  ceramics, 
wood-work,  fibre  arts,  photography  and  mixed-media,"  said  Mrs. 
Brown. 

A  jury  will  review  all  the  submissions  and  select  about  150  for  dis- 
play and  sale.  For  this  event  the  Foundation  will  retain  50  per  cent 
of  the  sale  price.  The  show  will  run  from  October  24  to  December 
20,  1984. 

A  "barn-raiser"  reception  will  be  held  October  24  and  it  will  include 
the  auction  of  three  works  selected  by  the  jury. 
For  applications  forms  and  further  information  contact  Mrs.  Brown 
at  the  Foundation,  102  -  8th  Ave.  S.E.,  Calgary  T2G  0K6,  tele- 
phone 297-7320. 


m 


vjiadys  Danford,  left,  with  her  newly  aquired  painting.  Wild  Freedom, 
which  was  produced  by  Dorothy  Rennie,  right,  one  of  the  participants  in 
the  show.  Reflections  of  the  Past.  The  exhibition  was  presented  at  the  Foun- 
dations's  Historic  Alberta  Gallery  and  co-ordinated  by  the  City  of  Calgary 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department's  Programmes  for  Seniors. 
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From  the  Foundation 


Historic  Alberta,  a  collection  of  pen  and 
ink  drawings  by  James  Marshall,  24 

pages,  catalogue,  soft  cover,  featuring  22 
drawings  of  people  and  sites  of  Alberta.  The 
catalogue  of  the  exhibition  now  touring  Al- 
berta. $4.50  plus  $1.00  postage  and  han- 
dling. Signed  and  numbered  limited  edition 
prints  of  the  drawings  are  available  through 
the  Foundation  for  $75.00  plus  $5.00 
postage  and  handling 

One  Hundred  Years  of  Alberta  Women, 

by  Kay  Sanderson  and  Rose  Veighy,  cata- 
logue, 26  pages,  softcover,  featuring  brief  bi- 
ographies of  50  Alberta  women  from  the 
1850's  to  the  present.  A  photographic  exhi- 
bition of  the  same  name  is  now  touring  the 
province.  $3.00  plus  75  cents  postage  and 
handling. 


No  Man's  Land  -  by  Victor  W.  Wheeler  448 
pages,  photographs,  hardcover  $12.50 
($2.00  postage  and  handling).  An  eyewitness 
account  of  the  exploits  of  the  50th  Infantry 
Battalion,  Calgary  in  the  trenches  of  France 
and  Belgium  during  World  War  One. 

The  Lethbridge  100th  Anniversary  Plan 
Book  -  by  Alberta  Historical  Trails  Society, 
115  pages,  photographs,  spiral  bound  $9.95 
($1.50  postage  and  handling). 

When  the  West  Was  Young  -  by  John  D. 
Higinbotham,  320  pages,  photographs,  hard- 
cover $6.00  ($1.75  postage  and  handling). 
The  settling  of  southern  Alberta  by  Leth- 
bridge's  first  postmaster.  First  published  in 
1933. 


Alberta  Heritage  Map  -  by  J.D.  Turner,  ar 
tist,  commissioned  by  the  Foundation  for  Al- 
berta's 75th  anniversary.  All  colour  poster,  58 
cm  by  75  cm  (23"  by  35")  showing  the 
province's  early  forts  and  trails  $2.00  each 
($1.50  postage  and  handling  in  tube),  or  in 
quantities  of  12  or  more  for  heritage  groups, 
poster  only  60  cents  each  ($2.50  postage  and 
handling) . 

Please  send  orders  to  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation,  102  -  8th  Avenue 
S.E.,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2G  0K6  with  ap- 
propriate funds  in  cheque  or  money  order. 


Books  and  Films 


Footprints  In  Time,  by  Purcell  Blain,  101 
pages,  illustrated,  softcover.  A  Sundre  pi- 
oneer's story  in  Alberta  and  during  World  War 
One.  $16.00  plus  $1.40  postage. 

A  Boy  from  England,  by  Charles  Hodges, 
Olds,  142  pages,  illustrated,  softcover.  Per- 
sonal story  of  early  Calgary,  life  as  a  moun- 
tain guide  and  farmhand  in  Cremona  and 
Caroline.  $12.00  plus  $1.40  postage. 

My  Next  Sixty  Years,  by  Charles  Hodges, 
Olds,  140  pages,  illustrated,  softcover.  Sto- 
ries about  hunting,  fishing  and  flying.  $13.00 
plus  $1.40  postage. 

All  available  from  Edith  Mjolsness,  General 
Delivery,  Sundre,  Alberta  TOM  1X0. 

With  Faith  and  Mortar  -  by  Glenn  Bilton, 
128  pages,  hardcover,  illustrated,  $9.00  plus 
$2.00  postage.  The  story  of  the  establishment 
and  development  of  St.  Andrew's  United 
Church,  Calgary  from  1958  to  1980.  From 
Betty  Cameron,  St.  Andrew's  United  Church, 
924  Heritage  Dr.  S.W.,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2V 
2W7  -  telephone  259-4080. 

The  Sunny  Side  of  the  Neutrals  -  by  The 

Association  of  Consort  and  District  Seniors, 
620  pages,  illustrated,  hardcover,  $35.00  plus 
postage.  A  community  history  about  the  town 
of  Consort  and  area  from  1908  to  the  present. 
From  George  G.  Fawcett,  Association  of  Con- 
sort and  District  Seniors,  Box  99,  Consort, 
Alberta  TOC  IBO  -  telephone  577-3808. 


Bricks  in  Alberta  -  by  Jack  M.  Manson, 
hardcover,  154  pages,  illustrated,  $12.50  plus 
$1.00  handling  and  mail.  The  stories  about 
the  people  and  companies  in  the  brick  mak- 
ing industry  of  Alberta  from  1881  to  the 
present.  Available  from  Jack  Manson  9273 
-  87th  Street,  Edmonton  T6C  3H7. 

Reflections  of  Sylvan  Lake,  by  Sylvan 
Lake  Historical  Society,  430  pages,  500  pho- 
tographs, hardcover.  $30  plus  $2.60  postage. 
Records  the  history  of  Sylvan  Lake  and  area 
from  the  mid- 19th  century  to  the  present. 
From  Sheila  Boomer,  Box  565,  Sylvan  Lake, 
Alberta  TOM  IZO,  telephone  887-2636. 


Calgary  Knox,  1883-1983,  by  Charles 
Ross  and  Knox  United  Church,  323  pages, 
includes  24  color  plates,  hardcover.  $30  plus 
$2.50  postage.  The  history  of  Calgary's  first 
Prestbyterian  Church.  From  Knox  United 
Church,  506  -  4th  Street  S.W.,  Calgary  T2P 
1S7,  telephone  269-8382. 


Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 
Membership  Application  Form 


Name 


Address 


Postal  Code 


Telephone  

Gift  Membership  For: 

Name   


Membership  Fee 
Donation 
Gift  M/Ship 

Total 


$2.00 


Address 


Postal  Cod( 


Telephone  

Please  make  cheques  to  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 

102  -  8th  Ave.  S.E.,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2G  0K6 
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North  Saskatchewan  River 

Albertans  carry  on  the  tradition 
and  travel  by  canoe 


A  group  of  Albertans  from  Calgary,  Red  Deer 
and  Edmonton  are  planning  to  "re-live"  the 
times  of  mid- 19th  century  travellers  when  they 
leave  Rocky  Mountain  House  on  July  1  for 
a  five-day  journey  along  the  North  Saskatch- 
ewan River  in  voyageur  canoes  and  a  York 
boat. 

The  312  km  trip  is  expected  to  take  five  days 
and  the  party  should  arrive  at  Fort  Edmon- 
ton on  July  6.  The  group  will  travel  in  six 
voyageur  class  canoes,  each  eight  metres 
long,  two  freight  canoes  and  a  York  boat,  13 
m  long. 

The  experience  learned  from  the  journey  will 
be  used  in  a  longer  trip  planned  for  1985  to 
celebrate  the  centennial  of  Parks  Canada  -  a 
1,600  km  trip  from  Rocky  Mountain  House 
to  Winnipeg,  the  main  route  of  the  fur  brigade 
and  other  travellers. 

Among  the  participants  in  the  trip  will  be 
members  of  the  Calgary  Bearspaw  Canoe 
Club,  and  the  M.E.  La  Zerte  Composite  High 
School,  Edmonton.  The  project 's  being  coor- 
dinated through  Parks  Canada  -  Western 
Region. 

To  recognize  the  event.  Rocky  Mountain 
House  schoolchildren  are  learning  about  the 


lives  of  the  early  traders  and  learning  the 
songs  of  the  voyageurs.  The  night  before  the 
journey  a  voyageurs'  ball  is  being  organized 
by  the  local  Canadian  Legion  club.  During  the 
journey  it  is  hoped  to  pass  on  some  of  the 
"1840s  life  skills"  to  the  travellers,  skills  like 
making  pemmican  and  use  of  a  musket. 


Members  urged  to 
use  government 
R.I.T.E.  line 


telephone 


Because  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation  is  a  provincial  Crown  Agency.  Its 
office  in  Calgary  is  tied  into  the  provincial 
R.I.T.E.  (Regional  Information  Telephone 
Enquiry)  system  which  allows  Albertans  to  tel- 
ephone all  provincial  offices  and  agencies  free 
of  charge. 

To  access  the  system  members  should  call 
their  local  provincial  office  with  a  R.I.T.E. 
operator  and  ask  to  be  connected  to  Calgary 
297-7320. 


^1 


Foundation  board  member  Hugh  Craig  has 
been  elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Fort 
Macleod  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Principles  in  Practice:  Philosophical 
Challenges /Technological  Responses  is 
the  title  of  the  1984  conference  of  the  Associ- 
ation for  Preservation  Technology,  to  be  held 
in  Toronto,  September  19-23.  For  further  in- 
formation contact  Sheila  Larmer,  c/o  Minis- 
try of  Citizenship  and  Culture,  2nd  Fir.  77 
Bloor  St.  W. ,  Toronto,  Ont.  M7A  2R9  (416) 
965-4021. 

The  Crowsnest  Pass  Historical  Society 

is  holding  its  11th  annual  meeting  at  2:00 
p.m.  at  the  Crowsnest  Pass  Museum,  Cole- 
man (formerly  the  Central  School).  Trudy 
Cowan,  Executive  Director  of  the  Founda- 
tion is  the  guest  speaker.  For  information  con- 
tact Gladys  Cunningham,  Coleman 
563-5434  at  the  museum. 

Canada's  annual  birthday  celebrations  this 
year  will  have  a  theme:  Great  Explorers  of 
Canada.  Each  province  will  focus  on  a  fa- 
mous explorer  for  the  July  1  weekend.  Al- 
berta will  celebrate  the  achievements  of  the 
surveyor  and  map  maker  David  Thompson. 
Canada's  new  Aviation  Hall  of  Fame  was 
offically  opened  April  2.  Located  in  Edmon- 
ton's Convention  Centre,  9797  Jasper  Ave. 
Edmonton  T5J  1N9,  telephone  424-2458  the 
museum  features  displays  about  Canada's 
aviators. 

Sylvan  Lake's  first  woman  resident  Laura 
Reid  (nee  Loiselle),  age  89,  will  be  among 
the  celebrants  June  24  when  the  local  histor- 
ical society  launches  its  community  history 
book.  Reflections  of  Sylvan  Lake.  Origi- 
nally from  Saginaw,  Michigan,  Mrs.  Reid 
came  with  her  parents  in  1898  to  homestead 
in  the  region.  The  book  launch  will  take  place 
in  H.H.  Cody  School,  Sylvan  Lake,  from  2 
p.m.  -  4  p.m. 

From  June  8  -  10  Sylvan  Lake,  west  of  Red 
Deer,  will  celebrate  its  annual  1913  Days  to 
commemorate  the  anniversary  of  the  town's 
incorporation. 

The  death  occured  April  2  of  Jack  Minchin, 

a  retired  geologist  from  Pan  Canadian  Petrole- 
um Ltd.  who,  for  the  last  two  years  had  been 
an  advisor  to  the  Petroleum  Industry  Oral  His- 
tory Project.  The  project  involves  interview- 
ing and  recording  of  the  stories  of  petroleum 
industry  pioneers.  It  is  a  joint  programme  of 
the  Foundation,  Glenbow  Archives  and  the 
energy  industry. 


A  replica  of  a  York  boat  will  be  featured  in  an  expedition  down  the  North  Saskatchewan  River  in  July. 
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